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N. B. Since I wrote concertiing-my- brother Tom, 
iccounts have been received of a riot at By odds of a ſtill 
worſe at Mancheſter; and both, by thoſe who call themſelves 
church-and-king-men. Theſe are great trials, John: but let 
us, who love peace, ſtill endeavour to bear them patiently ; 
and, though poor Tom's letter was, in, part, the cauſe, as 


T have been told, yet let us rather lament, than violently 


exclaim; let us remember he is our brother, and that he 
honeſtly confeſſed his head was turned. Report ſays, he has 


been obliged, by his on friends, to retract part of hi 


letter to ou. . = 
I ſuppoſe you know they talk of a wat; andjwhat is more 
ſurpriſing, of a war without freſh taxes: but you and I are 
too old to be ſo caught: we ſhould as ſoon expect a was 
dee 6 i 1 wi 2 Bi 1 1 * 55 
They ſay, that the e in Brabant are at uning” 
heir liberties, notwithſtanding their Emperors — 
long trying to prevent them: ſo you ſee, e 


Let Cant hirhſelf/db Whitbe n,, 
& A Cat will mew, a Dog will have his day. 
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Two Penn worth of Truth. 


My Wia "TROVE „ 3 
1 cannot refrain from communicating to you my great 
| concetn for our poor brother Tom, and the — 1 
have of the conſec uences of his preſent ſituation,  Yow 
'know, that in our'dear parent 's life time he was always in- 
clined to have wild freaks and fancies, and too apt to miſ. 
repreſent the conduct of his brethren: but this we imput- 
ed to his keeping company with our inveterate enemies, 
ſuch as placemen and penſioners, high churchmen and 
kories, and thoſe families which had been known to ſup- 
port the Stuarts againſt the preſent royal family, whom 
we have ſo often defended with our lives and fortunes. 
But little did we think poor Tom would be abſolutely 
deranged: I fear he is now as mad as Don Quixote; who 
took a barber's baſon for Mambrino's helmet, an ale-houſe 
for an enchanted caſtle; and when Sancho, his man, told 
him he had been toſſed in a blanket, cried “ It was all en- 
«'chantment.”” He once had a battle with a wind- mill, 
and was dteadfully alarmed at a water-mill. One time he 
fought with a lock of ſheep, and at another with a drove 
of oxen, raking them for armed men] But I did not W | 
our Tom would ever have beenſuch a knight- errant. They 
ſay Don Quixoteꝰ's madneſs brought his countrymen to their 
aber ſenſes! But poor Tom's ſeems to have had a very 
contrary effect. Lom calls his letter to you © A Penny- 
cc worth of Truth;” but I verily believe there is ſcarcely one 
word of truth in it. Why, John; becauſe people meet qui- 
etly in different parties, rejoice at the French Revolution, 
*wiſh for a Reform of Parliament, and of ſome other abuſes 
which have been fuffered to creep into our conſtitution, ſo 
2 to prey upon its'moſt vital parts, Tom, you ſee, is fright- 
ening people out of their ſenſes; and perſuading them to 
aſſoclate againſt theſe” harmleſs: clubs, as if they were 
made up of thieves and houſe-breakers, enemies to all order 
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tays, London has been as quiet all this time as any city in 
the world; and J verily believe, that the men belonging to 
theſe very ſocieties have contributed more to ed order, 
than any othet ſet of men in the kingdom. You cannot 
conceive, John, how people ſtared, when they read the late 
proclamation, heard the army was drawing round London, 
the bank was to be double guarded, for fear of an 
attack, and the poor old tower fortified, ah ! and victual- 
led too, that it might hold out againſt all imaginary be- 
ſiegers. I declare I never was ſo aſtoniſhed in my life, 
and ls awake almoſt the whole night, liſtening whether 
I could hear the firing of guns, or the roaring of cannon; and, 
though I was not fool enough to believe there was any 
real danger, yet I thought it impoſſible, that * 7 very 
.alarming ſhould be taken without actual, or, at leaſt, fan- 
eiad neceſſity. bange an anonymous letter may have 
been ſent to the miniſter, another expreſs from Bruſſels, 
or, Tom and his part may have taken innocent toaſts, 
and moderate and ſenſible reſolutions for high treaſon; a 
ſew ſpeculative pamphlets, for a train of artillery; and 
the men who meet orderly in ſocieties, for engineers, muſ- 
queteers, and ſoldiers with' battering rams. Another idea 
Was, that poor Tom might have dreamed that his name- 
fake (Tom Paine) was coming over at the head of anarmy, 
to plead his own cauſe at his trial for a libel, and that he 
had taken the dream for a real fact. Why, he might as 
eaſily believe that, as believe that Tom Paine ever talked 
of trying his hand at a revolution in heaven! I fear, John, 
the father of that lie, will never. go there 'to ſee. But 
talk of libels, I am ſure our Tom, in his letter to you, has 
- libelled us, and the French too, to ſome purpoſe; and J 
| think he would be in a ſad ſcrape, only it ſeems the A- 
2 (J--=--| does not attend to libels again/? you Fohu 
Bull; and he has not libelled the late queen of France, or 
elſe he might have fared no better than poor lord George 
Gordon. Now, John, you know the old ſaying, « What is 
4 ſauce for a gooſe, is ſauce for a gander,”” had we ſpoken 
as falſely of the court, or courtiers, or of the conſtitution, 
or indeed, had we ſpoken truly, (for they ſay it may be 
tte more a libel for being true) we might have been ſoon. 
\ "dragged to priſon, though our families had been left to 
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ſtarve. The- French had many of theſe inequalities to 
complain of, and bore them long with patience, for they 
ſeemed to love their king better than themſelves, ” 

They ſay its an ill wind that blows nobody good.” 
Now it happened, that the French nation, through the 
extravagance of the court, and the bad management of the 
admini/tration, was in very great diſtreſs for want of mo- 
ney; and, at the ſame time, there was a great ſcarcity of 
proviſions, which added ſo much to the grieyances of the 

people, that they were determined to bear them no longer. 
| The miniſtry, therefore, were obliged te require the afhſt. 

ance of an ably, which I think they called the Notables; 
but they were not equal to the taſk, and ſeparated without 
relieving either the court, or the people. Diſtreſs con- 
tinuing, and the court having in vain tried every other 
expedient, they were obliged to call a National Aſſembly, 
co reform the conſtitution, and, if poſſible, to prevent a 
national bankruptcy. After going through * difficul- 
ties and dangers, owing to the oppoſition of the enemies 
of reform; and, after much labour of mind, they ſeemed 
to have ſucceeded. But, ſo very fond were the French of 

their king, that although he had 1 himſelf, and 
Aled in order to join the enemy, yet did they chuſe him 
for their chief magiſtrate; allowed him an enormous in- 
come, and ſo much power, that if they had let him reign 
three 2 longer than they did, their liberties muſt have 
been deſtro <> and the combined forces of foreign deſ- 
pots would have deluged the nation with the blood of the 
patriots. | RES W 
Now, my dear brother, although you know I love peace, 
quiet, and good order, and would do much to prevent 
bloodſhed, yet I honeſtly confeſs, that whenever there is 
a conteſt, I always wiſh the oppreſſed may triumph, and 
xejoice to ſee Liberty lay Deſpotiſm at her feet. Mt 

Now, John, you may recolle&, that we met and re- 
Joiced, that the French had preferred a limited — to 
g republic; yet, becauſe it was called a revolution, I ſup- 
poſe, for I could never find out a better reaſon, the people 
who met, were abuſed, and ſuch lying paragraphs inſerted 
in the papers, under the ement of poor Tom's 


iends, as could not fail raiſing the indignation of every 
. JJ“. ˙AAA 
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friend to humanity and truth: but vonſcious of their virtue, 


r Sm ya to vein, the libellers to juſtice, - 


ut to return to the French. The king being ſuſpended, - 


and now really a prifoner, the National Aſſembly ſaw the 


' neceſſity of the people's taking the cauſe into their own 


hands; and, very properly, called upon them to exert their 
inherent right, and to make a new election of repreſenta- 
tives, to meet in convention, far the expreſs purpoſe of 
determining, what was to be done Pape iti their late 


king, and to form a new conſtitution, ' It foon appeared 


to be the with of the people, that the kingly office ſhould 
ceaſe, and, that their new conſtitution 'ſhould be formed 


upon the broad baſis of equality; not that they expect, or f 


deſire, that every man ſhould be equally rich, or that every 
man ſhould have an equal right to his neighbour's property, 
as poor Tom would make you believe, for that would be 


taking away the right every man has to his own property. 


But, they expect, that their new conſtitution ſhould be 


equally favourable to the rich and to the poor, and that all 


ſhould be equal in the gfe the law (which they ſay, John, 


ſo wild, as an equal divi 


is our caſe at preſent) As for an abſolute cy of riches, 


it would be impoſlible; for, if men were equally. rich to 


day, they would not be fo to-morrow : riches will fluc- 
tuate; they will increaſe with the prudent and induſtrious; . 
and they will be diffipated by the idle, the luxurious, and 
extravagant: but indeed J do not believe either Tom, or 
anybody elſe, ever fone ſuppoſed the French had any idea 
| ion of property. And, if Tom and 
his friends really look upon the multitude as fools, T am ſure 


they are not wiſe in putting ſuch thoughts into their heads. 
Lies, John, never do any real good; they are like the 
Will-wick-the-Wiſp to the benighted traveller, and may. 


lead inte as dangerous errors; but truth will in time break 
forth, like the ſun, and diſcover the deception, in ſpight 


of P—'s taxes, or the prohibitions of arbitrary Aſſocia- 


* 
* 
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: Do you think fo many of the poor foldiers in their ar- \ 1 
mies, who have been 3 bravely fighting for liberty and 
their country, would be fo long in diſtrefs for ſhoes and 


cloathing, if they 8 they had an equal right to their 


neighbour's property? ould they refrain from pillaging 
4 N 


1 


C24 | 5 
the. towns they take poſſeſſion of? Would they not cloathe 
themſelves with the ſpoils of the inhabitants, if they did 
not reſpect the right of pore HO and difdain to 
follow the example ſo Je ſet them by the armies of 


Deſpots? A clear caſe, John, Nor did the French ſup- 
poſe that every man had an equal right to be elected into 
any office, unleſs he were equally qualified. A man muſt 
learn to drive before he has a right to the place of a coach- 
man; and a man's fitneſs to govern, muſt depend upon his 
wiſdom, ws love of juſtice, and his rendering himfelf, in 
every reſpect, deſerving the confidence of the public. 80 
far from ſuppoſing, that every man is born fit for every 
ſtation, and has a right to be in any ſituation, for which | 
he is not properly qualified, that it ſeems to be in order to 
guard againſt ſuch evils, that they are determined to have 
no hereditary gavernors. Their new conſtitution muſt 
not ſay, that man ſhall he a ruler, whether he be a wiſe 
man, or a fool: that man ſhall be a judge if he can 
but purchaſe the office, although he be ignorant of the 
law, and too partial to decide according to juſtice: that 
man ſhall be a lord, and ſhall have privileges granted to 
him, which will tempt him tobe iran. of to his neighbour, 
and a tyrant to the poor, who muſt bow down to him 
whether worthy or unworthy. Their new . conſtitution 
muſt not prevent the peaſant from enjoying in ſafety the 
poor pittance he earns by the fweat of his brow, muſt 
not deprive him of the means of making a proviſion for 
his family, or of the pleaſing conſolation; that poverty is 
no bar to merit. And yet, Fom would make fx believe, 
that a poor man cannot leave whathe earns to bring up his 
_ cyildren; whereas the property of the poor, and the liberty. 
of diſpoſing of it, are equally ſecured to the poor and the 
rich. The miſerable ſtate of the poor, under the old 
form of government, they ſay, was beyond our conception. 
*- Ought we not, therefore, to rejoice ? Ought wWe not to 
congratulate them upon the recovery of their Iiberty? And, 
Is it not a proof of our poor Tom's wildnefs, that he en- 
_. deavovrs to provoke them now they are become worthy to 
be our-friends, and wiſh for our friendſhip? When t 
had a king, we called them, though unjuſtly, our'natural 
enemies, and boaſting of our own freedom, held them in 
. Ke — abs hes "TA 4 PS "7 5 e © contempt, 
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ns: ä 
contempt; and treated them as ſlaves and cowards, be. 
cauſe they ſubmitted to an arbitrary government: and, now 
they have had the wiſdom and the courage to break their 
chain, and are going to make a conſtitution, in which the 
rich and poor will be equally conſidered, will have an 
equal right to whatever by their labour or abilities they 
may earn, an equal hope of riſing to higher ſtations, if 

they render themſelves deſerving in the eye of their fellow- 
citizens,(but obſerve, John, not unleſs they are derving)In 
ſhort, wben they have Ju given ſubſtantial proofs, that 
they deſerve to be called men, Tom calls them conceite 
monkeys; and, becauſe they have given proofs of their 
ridom, Tom ſuppoſes them to be fools; fancies the maſ- 
ter is to be ſet upon the coach-box, and the coachman to 
get into the coach; the footman to ſit at the head of the 
table; the thief to take his place on the bench inſtead of 
the judge; and very gravely tells us „The child is not 
<« equal to the mother.” Poor Tom may well talk of his 
head turning round: why, he out- quixotes Quixote, Now, 
{ſuppoſe for a moment yourſelf to be a French-man, with 
the right of chuſing your own judge, coachman, prieſt, 
and governor: Do you think you would not endeavour to 
chuſe men fit for their ſeveral ſtations ? And though, it is 
poſſible, 775 might think one child born equal to another, 
you. would not expect that all children when grown up, 


wWoulck be equally good coachmen? and therefore you would 


take the man who had learned to drive: nor, would you 
think a lad fit to govern old men, and, conſequently, would 
not make him a Miniſter of State. You may remember 
how. we complained, ſome years ago, that a lad was ſet 
upon our ſtate coach-box, and that Tom's friends wanted 
fo perſuade us, this miniſter, was an heaven-born driver; 
but we, who were dtiven, received many a terrible jolt 
which we feel to this day; and, that we were not over- 
turned into the mire, was more owing to good roads, and 
- traftable horſes, than to the ſkill or ſobriety of the driver 
And you * remember, that the Swine (as poor 
Tom's friend Burke calls us) were very near being driven 
into a battle with the ruſſian bears, for a mere trifle, which 
we were to have paid dearly for, and the driver into the 
bar in. But, that was for the balance of power, I 


e 3 
now, I re collect, we are to be muxzled from ſpeaking cf 
and * * * #* hut, mum — for fear 
of the Mayor. — The poor lads in the city were forced to 
run for it; there was no balancing with conſtables at their 
heels: yet, perhaps, the debates of theſe young orators 
might have been leſs dangerous to the peace of the country, 
than ſome of thoſe inflammatory ones, which have had 
the.ſanCtion,of grey hairs. 5 : 
Tom ſays, God is never called king of republics, and 
therefore wiely ſeems to conclude, that thoſe nations who 
have no king, are not under the protection of the Al- 
mighty! But, Is not God king of the whole world, and, 
conſequently, of all the people in it? Muſt he not there- 
fore be king of a Republic, as well as of a Monarchy? 
But Tom's poor head could not reach that! Becauſe he 
had never heard of an anointed Republic! Now that 
might have been ſome reaſon, if he had ever heard of an 
anointed Monarchy, or had ever felt the holy oil trickle 
down his own head, as one of the people of England. 
Tom aſſerts that & no nation, but the Jews, ever were, 
« or ever will be in a ſtate of equality, and that they are in 
c ſuch a ſtate for the puniſhment of their ſins.” Now if 
no other nation will ever be in a ſtate of equality, Why all 
this alarm? And, beſides, I do not perceive any thing 
very horrible in the equality between the Jew who cries - 
old cloaths about the ftreet, and the great Decoſta. And 
with reſpect to their not being “ good enough to have a 
& king” —if they have not a Jewiſh king, they have a 
Chriſtian king; and, ſurely, Tom would not dare to inſinu- 
ate that our king is not as good as Saul, aye, or as David 
either. The puniſhment of the Jews, I humbly con- 
_ ceive, conſiſts more in their having no country of their 
own, than no king, being ſcattered over the face of the 
earth; and in ſuffering ſhame and reproach in the various 
countries they inhabit. | | OS: 
' But nothing proves poor Tom's diforder ſo much as 
his endeavouring to prove from ſcripture the wickedneſs of 
the Republican Syſtem.. He forgets we can read our 
bible as well as he can; and, though we may not be ſo _ 
fond of quoting it, either for, or againſt any form of go— 


8 yet, as he quotes that book for the purpoſe ß 


abuſing 


tf, m2. 


"abuſing the French, and miſleading his brethren, truth and 
Juſtice obliges me to quote the ſame book in reply. Who- 
ever reads the Hiſtory of the Jews, will find, that favoured 
people had originally no kings, and yet, when God had 
leſſed and multiplied them, Moſes faid to them, * «Take ye 
* wiſe men and underſtanding, and known among your 


. © tribes; and I will make them rulers. over you;”” and the 


people approving. of that, « Moſes made them Captains 


e over hundreds and captains over fifties, and captains 


« over tens, and officers among their tribes ; and 
God gave them the land of Canaan, which they conquer- 


ed and took poſſeſſion of, and ſlew mighty kings, but at 


that time had no King to govern. them. But, perceiving 
the nations around them had kings, and that the prophet 


to c judge them like all the nations:” and Samuel was 


Samuel | hg old, they deſired him to make them a king 


 difpleaſed; but the Lord ſaid to him, « they have not re. 


 Ninate, and refuſe 


Deut er i. v. x3. + v. 25. P Sam. c. vii. v. 4 to the end. 


Jetted you, but they have rejected me, that I ſhould not 
reign over them. Vet, the Lord told Samuel to 
hearken unto their voice, but firft to proteſt to them and 
ſhow them the manner of the king, that ſhould reign 
ſcription of a king, © Nevertheleſs the people were ob- 
7 to obey the voice of Samuel, fo God per- 
mitted Samuel to make them a kingf.” Now, certainly 
this is no proof of the wickedneſs of the French in re- 


over them, and Samuel gave them a very alarming de- 


 fufing to have a king; yet, John, we certainly have as 


much right to have a king, as 1 to feject one: 


and it may be as wiſe and as prudent in us to ſupport 


our Monarchical Government, as it was in the French 
to deſtroy theirs; but we cannot with any ſhadow of 
truth fay, that it is wicked in them to reject that form 
of government, which you fee was far from being re- 


commended by God to his favoured people. But in one 
thing I muſt confeſs the French greatly erred—before 


ould have read the 


they elected their late king, they 


Ach chapter of Deuteronomy, v. 16—20. where the 
People, in cafe they ſhould chuſe a king, are adviſed t,. 
_ © chuſe one from among their brethien, and are particu 


larly 


N EC. 11 ) 


larly camticned againſt letting him multiply horſes to 


himſelf, or ſiluer, or gold, that his heart be not lifted up 
againſt his brethren, and that he turn not to the right 
hand or to the left, to the, end that he may prolong his 


days in his kingdom.” Now, John, many people think, 


that if the French king had, not been generouſly allowed 
ſo enormous, an income, and had had leſs power given to 


him, he would never have ated in ſuch a manner, as to 


make his dethronement ſo abſolutely neceſſary. You have 
heard talk of giving a man rope enough, &c. but money 
and power will ſometimes anſwer the ſame end. How- 


ever, notwithſtanding all I have ſaid, I aſſure you I grieve 
much for Lewis: you know kings ſeldom hear the truth, 


have bad adviſers, and may be deceived as eaſily as you or: 
I can be. He was, at firſt, of ſome ſervice to the cauſe: 


ſo I would preſerve his life, though I would take care to 
put it out of his power to deſtroy others. The French 


ſhould recollect, that they put it in his power to ruin their 
cauſe, when they gave him the liberty of refuſing his 
aſſent to a decree of the National Aſſembly, and took 
from him all fear for his perſonal ſafety, in caſe he ſhould 
uſe that liberty improperly, by ng his perſon to 
be inviolable. Now, whether they afied wiſely or not, 

cireumſtanced as they were at the time, yet certain) 


theſe are reaſons for not taking away his life, But, ſur- 
rounded with difficulties and dangers, ſome through fear, 
others, through intemperate zeal, and 'perhaps provoked 
by the injudicious attempts of his friends to raiſe in- 


ſurrettions in his favour, they may be induced to believe 


that his life is incompatible with the ſafety of the Re- 


public: if ſo, I tremble for the conſequence; and believe 
they will too late lament it. The ſwiniſh multitude are 
not deſtitute of humanity: do not make them mad, and 
they can feel, as ſenſibly, at leaſt, as Mr. Burke himſelf 
does, who ſeems. ſo much concerned for the few in high 
_ ftations, that he has not a ſigh to ſpare for the multitude. I 
mourn ſincerely for all the blood which has been ſhed on 


either ſide but I muſt be juſt: I muſt lay the moſt blame 


where moſt is due. If there were no violent party to 
oppoſe neceſſary changes, or reforms, we ſhould never 
have cauſe” to lament ſuch dreadful effuſions of human 
5 5 . \ ; 
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blood. You ſcarce ever heard of a nation riſing againſt 
their chief magiſtrate, till reſiſtance was become almoſt a 
virtue. . | | | 
Our brother Tom is not very fortunate in his appeals 
to the New Teſtamemt. He tells us “ Jeſus was cru- 
- Eified for calling himſelf king of the Jews:” yet Jeſus 
came not to govern, but to inſtruct; he came to declare 
the will of God, and to bear witneſs unto the truth; 
and the common people (the ſwine of that day) heard him 
gladly , and would indeed have made him a king; but, if 
you read John vi. v. 15. you will find, that when Jeſus 
perceived, that they would come and take him by force to 
make him a king, he departed again into a mountain 
himſelf alone, and ſpeaking to Pilate, he ſays, My 
kingdom is not of this world; if my kingdom were of 
this world, then would my ſervants (meaning ſubjects) 


f Fight that I ſhould not be delivered to the Jews f.“ But, it 


ſeems Jeſus was a great reformer: and the Sadducees, the 
- Phariſces, and the Chief Prieſts and Rulers hated Re- 
forms, and would not liſten to the truth, though it was 
to make them wiſe unto ſalvation. And they falſely ac- 
euſed Jeſus, ſaying © We found this fellow perverting the 
nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Cæſar :“ and 
when Pilate would have releaſed him as innocent of the 
charges, which the many falſe witneſſes brought againſt 
him, the Chief Prie/ts moved the people to cry “ Crucify 
him, crucify him,“ and to deſire that he would rather re- 
leaſe unto them Barabbas the robber. But obſerve, -I 
quote ſcripture merely to reply to Tom's miſrepreſen- 
' tations, and not to prove any thing againſt the kingly 
office; for I do not ſee, that Jeſus gave any directions 
about forms of government, and, therefore, we have a right 
to pleaſe ourſelves. - And, we have every reaſon to con- 
_ clude, that the form of government, which is moſt likely 
to make us happy, and virtuous, muſt be the form — 4 
pleaſing to the Almighty, who is a God of love, as well as 
JV 
1 never could perceive why Tom calls the _ | 
levellers, unleſs it be becauſe they have taken away all 
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titles of nobility. Vou know, brother, they ſay a king 


can make a lord, but cannot make a gentleman. Now, + 


the French lords were moſt of them tyrants, and the 

French people were determined to make them geatle- 

men: with ſome of the beſt of them they eafily ſucceeded, 

for wiſe men know they ſhall be reſpected without titles; 
and men of fortune can always, by a proper behaviour, 
make themſelves beloved: by their neighbours ; this - we 
Enco by experience. And now, John, if our lords are not 

tyrants, What can they have to fear from us? For, What 

1 gnifies whether they be all gentlemen or not? We are not 

fools, and therefore ſhall not quarrel about ſuch triſes as 
titles. You and T know well enough, that if a lord be 
poor, as many of the French lords were, put him into 


one ſcale, and a rich citizen into the other, and plumd 


will weigh down the title. wh : 
Poor Tom raves as much againſt the Diſſenters, as he 
does againſt the French, and with ſtill leſs reaſon, as they 
have 5 wy been great ſupporters of the king, as well as 
honeſt r peaceable ſubjects. Too much miſchief has 
already been done by inflammatory inveCtives. I believe it 
is cenerally ſuppoſed; that the many tying, pardgrs hs, which 
- were inſerted into certain news-papers, ſuppoſed to be un- 
der the direktion of Tom's friend, were in a great meafure 
the cauſe of raiſing that infernal ſpirit againſt the Diſſentert 
at Birmingham. You may remember that when ſome 
Diſſenters and other gentlemen met to celebrate the reyo- 
lution, in which the French retained the kingly office,' a 
_ deſperate banditti, who called themſelves, church-and-kings 
men, were guilty of ſuch atrocious acts of violence 


againſt thoſe innocent members of ſociety, that one might 


have imagined there had been neither church, nor king, 
nor laws in England: and yet we never heard of any aſl 
Ciations to protect the property of the Diſſenters, no 
meetings in favour of their liberty, nor pamphlets diſtri- 
buted to undeceive the people] No! the people are ſtill 
deluded, the ſame ſpirit is ſtill encouraged, and the ſame 
© conſequences, it is to be feared, will again follow. Oh 
John! this is an inequality, which I would willingly hope, 
<for the ſake of peace, as well as Juſtice, we ſhall not la- 
ment in vain. But I muſt confeſs upon reading Tom's letter 
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again all hope of peace, for the preſent, is deſtroyed: far, 


What can tend more to a breach of the peace, than Tom's. 


aſſerting the Diſſenters were the cauſe of the American 


war, and the increaſe of taxes? Does he forget, that his 


' own friends were in power at that time, and, that the peo- 
ple, though deceived by artful miſrepreſentations, and 


Hattered that their taxes would be leſſened, inſtead of in- 


creaſed, for a time patiently ſubmitted; yet ſoon re- 
Covered their underſtanding! Has he ws Planes that Diſ- 
ſenters, Churchmen, and Qi | 
probating that unjuſt, cruel, unwiſe, and fatal war? Has 


uakers joined cordially in re- 


e forgotten, how all the friends of liberty united in peti- 


- . tioning againſt it? But, if there are now in England any 
| Jovers of the republican ſyſtem, how muſt they rejoice 
that their petitions were rejected! and, that an infatuated 


party, deaf to the cries of juſtice and humanity, continued 


to raiſe that ſpirit,” which is now making ſuch progreſs, as 
© may in due time give liberty to the globe! 


Poor Tom ſeems to think, there are no laws in a Re- 


public! What does he think of Holland? Do the Dutch 


ive without laws? Have not the Americans lawys? Ah! 
and good ones too, one may ſuppoſe, for we do not hear 


85 "uy find it neceſſary to aſſociate againſt . thoſe who write 


ſpeak freely, or for the preſervation liberty and 


property, as if one part of the people were- tyrants, and 
i he 0 xs rioters, te and e et Does Tom 
think the Romans, thoſe brave men we have heard our 
ſchoolmaſter talk ſo much about, had no laws? Why 
they ſay, John, they were greater and better men before 
they were ee 
. wards. And what is become of them now, think you? 
Why! the Emperor loft the Empire! One Gibbon has 
Written many books about it. Tom's friends will ſay, 
this knowledge comes by reading—that the common 


by emperors, than they were after- 


& people ſhould be kept in ignorance: and yet I never 


pq ” 


knew a man make the worſe ſervant for being able to read 
Ho they think - 
calling honeſt men rogues and raſcals, imputing bad deſigns 
to them, and making it dangerous for them either to talk, 
or read, or attend convivial meetings, is the way to keep 
mme peace, or to convince them of any peculiar air: 
* 8 . : W 


his duty. But whether ignorant or learned, 
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which belong to our preſent form of government? Can 
any thing be more 1 to make people 4d://atisfied, and 
to provoke riot and confuſion, than to calumniate whole bo- 
dies of men; to call them wicked republicans and levellers, 
without any foundation given by them, in any reſolution 
they have paſſed at their meetings ?-. Can any thing tend 
more toexaſperate, than to tax them with wiſhing to deſtroy 
liberty and property, when, if we may judge by their 
conduct, we muſt belieye their deſire is to preſerve both, 
and to increaſe the happineſs of all? May the numerous 
clubs be libelled with ſafety, while yet you and I dare now 
ſcarce utter a ſimple truth, leſt it ſnould be offenſive to the 
new court of ſtarchamber, ſet up by the ſelf- elected dicta- 
tors at the C---n and A----r? Can you believe it poſſible, 
that ſpies are now encouraged by public advertiſements to 
deſtroy private happineſs; and that ſuch very high rewards 
are offered to informers, as it is more than probable will 
- tempt the guilty to accuſe the innocent, to the deſtruction 
act thus, it would be called bribery and corruption. 
Tom ſays, where there is no law, „“ there is people 
Thomas againſt people Fohn.” Now, Who can read a cer- 
tain aſſociation- advertiſement without perceiving they are 
ringing the alarm- bell, and ſounding che trumpet of divi- 
ſion, for people Thomas to form a phalanx againſt people 
John; and, under the pretence of preſerving liberty and 
property, to ſupport placemen and penſioners in their arbi- 
trary exertions againſt Ry of ſpeaking, writing, and 
reading? And, Who can help perceiving, that all this is 
. to enable them, with the greater eaſe, to continue to drain 
the pockets of the people, and to deprive them of that 
ſubſtantial reform, which they deem - ſo. neceſſary to the 
peace, the liberty, and happineſs of the nation 
Some people may think that eyes and underſtanding 
are confined to the great and the learned: I wiſh they would 
Jet us fee they can make a good. uſe of them. I have 
heard that an ounce of. a man's own ſenſe is worth a ton 
of other people's: however that be, I think it is very clear 
that an ounce of common. ſenſe without learning, is: better 
than a ton of learning without common ſenſe. Ah! John, 
common ſenſe, and common honeſty would make _ 
| | . n 


| 
1 
A 
1 
| 
1 
ii 
_ 
1 
1 
ö 
; 


1 
; 
7 
3 
5 
. 


. 


7 we OI 
1 ores Ts "I 
of aA” bt 


With prayers for his long * and with imprecations u 
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underſtand me. Why, to be ſure, they would ſoon 


a plan to make them unneceſſary, and, Would not that be 


better than arbitrary aſſociations againſt reformers, or the 
ſtill more violent meaſure of dragooning the people? As 


for the Bull family, let them but be well fed, and thei? 
dyn houſe put into thorough repair, ſo that every man's 
own voice, either by himſelf or his repreſentative | may 


have its due weight; and have annual parliaments, to ſecure 
the members from corrupt influence; and the whole 

family (truſting that every other neceſſary reform would 
follow of courſe) would ſoon aſtoniſh the world with their 


' tameneſs. You know they are never wild umeſs much 


irritated: to ſay the truth, they are not always in a hu- 


mour to be called names: call them bad names, and ſet 


the dogs upon them, and you may provoke them to mad- 


neſsz; and, then, indeed they care not whether they find a 


china chop, or a lord in their wayz down they go, tis all 
one to them: 3 know, when this happens, even in 
Je, it is almoſt always the fault * Aver. | 


ence ſhould make even fools wiſe. 5 
007766 en __ Tom's ſpeedy . and | 
un you, ks Fw en Ha 89s 
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. I have kept my letter hs days, I cad roy inform, 
you, that thecloyal ly o of the people breaks out even into 
acts of violence. fave great George our king,” is 


g played two or three: times a night at the theatres, where | 


were are as many repeated ballowings and ſhou 


They fing it at the corners of the ſtreets, play jt at the 


doors, and ſerenade the windows at midnight, that the” 


| 2 ople ma dream of royalty; and, beſides all this, they 
wk 


it about the ſtreets, as an amulet againſt republi- 3 
eaniſm. It is poſſible, indeed, there may be ſomething E 


e the Phariſee in this condu&; for, though I am neither ling. 5 


er, nor muſician, I verily believe IJ am as great a lover Of 
the king, as many of thoſe who ſeem to weary heaven 
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